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led to the conclusion that iron supplementation on IDA children during a treatment period of 3 mo was able to improve hematological status, school achievement, growth velocity and morbidity. The objective ofthis study was to investigate the effect of 3-mo iron supplementation on the learning achievement ofIDA children.
One important difference in cornparison with the previous study is that in this one the effect on learning achievement was observed during the 3 mo after iron supplementation.
Methods
The study was conducted in the district of Gunungpati, an 
Subjects
The sample of 1 30 children was divided into an anemic group (n = 58) and a nonanemic group (n = 72). Once the children were considered to be free ofparasites they were randomly assigned for the placebo or the iron-supplementation group.
Supplementation and specificity of diagnosis classification
A reference criterion of response to iron treatment as indicated by change ofHb value (> 10 g/L)(8) was used to assess the sensitivity and specificity of the diagnostic measures.
The sensitivity was 100%, which means that all subjects diagnosed as anemic were truly anemic. The specificity was 94.6%, meaning that 94.6% of subjects classified as normal were truly nonanemic.
Behavioral tests
The color progressive matrices (9 t See Table 2 for abbreviations.
Results

Anthropometry
As shown in Table  1 , the children in the NA group were significantly taller and heavier than the AN group at Ti . The same result was obtained previously (6).
Hematologic evaluation
After iron supplementation the Hb of the AN groups reached the same value as the NA group at T2 (Table 2) . Three-month posttreatment (T3), that is, without additional iron supplementation, showed the same result as at T2. The pattern of hematocrit values was similar to the pattern of Hb values (Table 2 ). There was a nonsignificant increase ofTS in the NAFE group. It was expected that TS at T2 would show a more significant increase compared with TS at Ti.
IQ
As indicated in Table 3 , no significant differences were found in IQ between Ti, T2, and T3. 3) In most groups the changes in performance in the four achievement tests from Ti to T2 to T3 are small. This lack ofimprovement goes against a common-sense assumption that the children must have learned "something" in school over the 6 mo ofthe study. In fact, if we assume that they did not, then we must also assume that iron status is a greater determinant of school achievement tests than school learning. 
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